c urrently  the acting COO
AllHipHop.com, the popula
online destination for hip-hop ne
and culture, Jamilah Barnes Creek:
mastered myriad challenges on hi
mission o win the Web site the po:
tion af preaminence it enjoys today

Creekmur says she learned about U
business aspects of Intermet marketin
on the job. Under her guidance
AllHipHop.com realized a jump in re.
enue during her first three months at
the company. One year later. she
helped AllHipHop make its first 51 mil-
lion dollars in advertising sales rev-
enue. Ajong with her husband, Chuck
Creekmur, and his partner Greg
Watkins, she worked hard and made
the kind of sacrifices such sucoess usual
Iy requires.

"For me, personally, to an extent you have to sacrifice some of
your personal life and some of your personal time that vou other-
wise would have been able to hold on to,” she admits, “Fyve missed
a number of baby showers, a number of bridal showers, 8 number
of personal things that, ultimately you can't regain, Those are
some of things that are really dear and near to me becatuse I'm
such a family person and really have deep friendships. When you
have to pull back from those for professional gains, at the end of
day. sometimes you look back and evaluate where your priorities
are.

“But | will say that despite all the sacrifices I've experienced so
far, the greatest reward Is of being self-employed and working
with my husband and his business partners,* adds Creekmur,

Juggling 2 perscnal and professional relationship with her hus-
band, Creekmur admits that, at times, separating the two is tough.
She cays that she and her husband discussed the conditions under
which she'd work with him and how to keep their lives in balance.

Dne thing she insisted upon, says Creekmur, was that her hus-
band respect her right to disagree with him as an employee and
partner in the business. "1 also told him and his partner, that |
would be the best executive | could so long as my health, my fam-
ily and my sanity were not compramised,”

At home, says Creskmur, she and her husband respect the bound-
aries between work and home life. “Theres balante to every-
thing,” she stresses. “At times it can definitely be challenging
because we may have had a really, really rough day at the office.
You have to watch it because it's a very fine line [you're walking].
But so long as you can identify and manage [t, and respect those
boundaries, you're on your way to success.”
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